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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chua et al. 
US Patent No. 5,626,131 in view of Zdrojkowski et al. US Patent No. 5,803,065. 
Referring to claim 1, Chua discloses the applicant's invention as claimed with the 
exception of providing a facemask for receiving air from the source. 

Zdrojkowski discloses a breathing gas delivery method and apparatus that does 
provide a facemask for receiving air from the source (see figure 1). Therefore it would be 
obvious to modify Chua's invention by providing a facemask for receiving air from the 
source in order to prevent air from escaping. 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chua et al. US Patent No. 5,626,131 in view of Power US Patent No. 5,673,689. Chua 
discloses the applicant's invention as claimed with the exception of providing a demand 
valve and an exhalation valve that comprises a piston linearly movable by means of a 
motor. 
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Power discloses a piston based ventilator that does provide a demand valve and an 
exhalation valve that comprises a piston linearly movable by means of a motor (see figure 
2). Therefore it would be obvious to modify Chua's invention by providing a demand 
valve and an exhalation valve that comprises a piston linearly movable by means of a 
motor in order for the valve to function more quickly and prevent leakage. 

Claims 3, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
ChuaUS Patent No. 5,626,131 in view of Servidio et al. US Patent No. 5,927,274. 
Referring to claim 3, Chua discloses the applicant's invention as claimed with the 
exception of providing a piston that comprises a seat pad which cooperates with a valve 
seat to control the flow of air to the mask. 

Servidio discloses a pressure support ventilatory assist system that does provide a 
piston that comprises a seat pad which cooperates with a valve seat to control the flow of 
air to the mask (referring to figures 6 through 8; number 160 represents the piston and the 
section located at the distal end of the piston and close to passage way represents the seat 
pad; and the section located at number 70 represents the valve seat). Therefore it would 
be obvious to modify Chua's invention by providing a piston that comprises a seat pad 
which cooperates with a valve seat to control the flow of air to the mask in order to 
prevent leakage. 

Referring to claim 5, Chua discloses the applicant's inention as claimed with the 
exception of providing a piston that is housed in a valve body. 

Servidio discloses a pressure support ventilatory assist system that does provide a 
piston that is housed in a valve body (see figures 6-8). Therefore it would be obvious to 
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modify Chua's invention by providing a piston that is housed in a valve body in order to 
have a better control of fluid flow. 

Referring to claim 6, Chua discloses the applicant's invention as claimed with the 
exception of providing a piston that comprises a seat pad which cooperates with a valve 
seat to control the flow of air from the mask. 

Servidio discloses a pressure support ventilatory assist system that does provide a 
piston that comprises a seat pad which cooperates with a valve seat to control the flow of 
air from the mask (referring to figures 6 through 8; number 160 represents the piston and 
the section located at the distal end of the piston and close to passage way represents the 
seat pad; and the section located at number 70 represents the valve seat). Therefore it 
would be obvious to modify Chua's invention by providing a piston that comprises a seat 
pad which cooperates with a valve seat to control the flow of air from the mask in order 
to prevent air from being trapped in the mask. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Nihir Patel whose telephone number is (703) 306-3463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner supervisor 
Henry Bennett can be reached at (703) 308-0 101. * 
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